
ULSTER TOWN BOARD
APRIL 16, 2007 AT7:00PM

CALLED TOORDER BYSUPERVISOR WOERNER, CHAIRMAN at7:00PM

SALUTE TOTHEFLAG

ROLL CALL BYCLERK
TOWN COUNCILMAN CRAIG ARTIST
TOWN COUNCILMAN DAVID BRINK - Absent
TOWN COUNCILMAN JOEL B. BRINK – AbsentTOWN
COUNCILMAN ROCCO SECRETO SUPERVISOR
NICKYB. WOERNER Supervisor

Woerner announced that there have been some additionsand changestothe TownBoard
Agenda. Mr. Todd Diorio fromtheLocal Labor #17 wasnotabletocometothe meeting tonight
todiscussthe apprenticeshipprogram resolution, due totheweather.   Mrs. Metzger will offer
apresentationof theKiwanis’sFlagDay Parade.  Furthermore, there arebudget modifications
that needtobeactedupon.     Mrs. 

Barbara Wise inquired about the Townhavingacreditcardonthetown abstract.  She wasnot
infavoroftheTownBoard sending the Deputy Supervisortothe AssociationofTowns’  Conference
since hehasasmallroleingovernment.  Supervisor
Woerner stated that the Deputy Supervisorhas responsibilitiesinhisabsenceand theboard
approvedhis attendingthe conference.   Mr. 

Joe O’Brien – Stated thathehad spoken abouttheflooding conditionsofthe Esopus Creekseveral times
over theyears tothe Town Board. Since the 209 Bridge/overpasswasadded,  locatednear
theTown Hall, there have been twoislands thathave developed andgrown. Thereisalot
ofdebris inthecreek. Hewould liketheArmy Corp. ofEngineers todosomething physicaltosolve
theproblem toclean thecreek.   APPROVALOF

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING Supervisor Woerner
motioned toapprove theminutes ofMarch 5, 2007, March 19, 2007 and April2, 
2007.  nd 2

byCouncilman SecretoThree Ayes – 
Councilman JoelB. Brink and David Brink wereabsent.   COMMITTEE REPORTS Councilman

Secreto reported, 
fromthePersonnel Committee, thatFrankRitte hasbeen transferred fromthe
Transfer Station totheRobert E. PostPark to work. The Transfer Station jobwasposted.   Councilman
Secreto motioned

tohireJames Brownasapart-time worker, 20 hoursa week, at theTown Transfer
Stationat $8.50an hour.   Hewillwork Tuesday, Fridayand Saturday.   Further, hemotioned
to hireFrank Rittie, asaGroup Leader attheRobert E. PostPark, at $9.00 an hourfor
fortyhoursaweek (asaseasonal employee). Bothjobswould beeffectiveApril 17,  2007.  nd2
by

CouncilmanArtist
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ARollCallVote wastaken – 3Ayes – Councilman JoelB. Brink and Councilman DavidBrink were absent.  
Councilman Secreto

motioned torehire Richard Metzger, asRider ParkGroup Leader, at $9.00 anhour
andJack Scheffel andBecky Vogtat $8.50 anhouraspark attendants.     nd2

byCouncilman ArtistARoll
CallVote was taken – 3Ayes – Councilman JoelB. Brinkand Councilman David Brink wereabsent Councilman Artist
reported from

the Buildingand Grounds Committee that thebasementofthe TownHall had some
flooding duetothewater coming infromthehandicap ramponthesideofthebuilding.   The Police
departmentis addressing this issue.  CouncilmanSecreto reported that

all thepictures intheTownHall meeting roomhave been removed forsafety reasons
for thecourt, asapersoncan takeaframeoffthe walland useitasaweapon.  The pictures will
be reframedbythe Historic Committee and properly mountedsothatthepictures can’t
betaken off thewallvery easily.  While the picturesare down, theAlternative Sentence Program willsend
peopletorepaint theTown Hall. The Alternative Sentence services havebeenusedto
rake leaves around theTownHall.    Councilman Secreto reported from

theFinance Committee that theabstractwas reviewedonFriday toaccommodate Councilmen
JoelB. Brinkand David Brink astheyhad vacation plans.   HethankedMr. Nelson
Whitefor reading offthe numbersat themeetingand theTownOffice Staff fortheir work.   
Councilman Secreto reported from

theHighway Committee, that thecommittee would liketothank the Highway Department
for theirhardwork oninstalling andfixing thedocks atRider Park.   Supervisor Woerner reported
from

theWaterand Waste Water Committee thattheUlsterSewer District hadaforced
sewer main breakonEsopus Avenue.  Ithasbeen plugged andwillbefixed when the weather clears.  
The Whittier Treatment Plant isbeing monitored astheweatheriscausing flooding conditions.     Councilman
Secreto reported under

the InsuranceandSafety Committeethat thecommitteehas reviewed Mrs. Heather Cosenza’
srequest foraschoolcrossing guard forCrosby SchoolbyFairdale Avenue.  Itwas
his observation that there wasn’taneedfor one.   Councilman Secreto reported from

theParks & Recreation Committee thatthe TownheldanEasterEgg Hunt on
theMiller School propertyanditwasagreat success. He thankedtheCrosby KiwanisK-kids, the
Ulster PBA and Detective Reynold’sdaughterErinand hiswife Mary Secreto forstuffing 1200
eggs withcandy.  Hefurther reported that therearesummer park jobs availableand people can
submit their applications forthem.  CouncilmanArtist reported under

the Information Service Committee thatBuilding Departmentisreviewingasoftware
upgrade. He planstolook atincorporating thetax collector’ssoftware2
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into theTown Clerk’sOffice. There isnoupdate foranycomputer service agreement.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS
Town Assessor – JamesMaloney reported that the tentative assessment roll isbeing filed.  The roll
willbefiledbyMay1as requiredbylaw.  Building

Department – The monthly building department reportwas read.    Councilman Secreto
inquired about thestatusof “Clark’s property”, ashe had receivedacomplaint and
the Ulster Avenue Garage.   Mr. Martin
Petersen reported thatanotice ofviolation wassent outtotheownerofthe Clark Propertyand
the Ulster Avenue Garageispending asite plan.   Mr. Petersen
will review thecomplaint about trailers beingonthe Walker’sproperty (offof Sawkill Road).  
Supervisor Woerner

requested thatMr. Petersen, ata later pointintime, givehim anupdate onStan’s
Used FurnitureonUlster Avenue, aboutthe site’sfire compliance situation.   Mr. Martin

Petersen reported thatheisworking onresolving theproblems onthe Helmich property, on
North Drive.  Town Clerk – 

Mr. Jason Cosenza reported thatthe referendum toincreasethe termofoffice from twoyear
termstofourfor theofficesofTownClerk, Town Highway Superintendent andTown Supervisor has
beenfiled withthe County BoardofElections.  Hefurthernotified themthatthetax
office had beenabolished andthattheposition was removed from theballot.  The TownBoard’ s
lead agency resolutionforMemorial Drive wasfiled with theDECandtheCounty Planning Board. 
Hisoffice has beenbusy digitally archiving townrecords.  Hereported that hewill
beattheNYS Town Clerk’sConference for theMay1, 2007 meeting but hisDeputy Carol Bauerwill
cover.       Highway Department – Mr. 

Frank Petramale reportedthat Highway Superintendent Tinnie hasbeenbusy with the
flooding situation, inspecting theroadsand was unabletobeatthe meeting.  He further reportedthat
thesewer break onEsopus Avenuehas beenpluggedandwillbefixed whenthe weather clears.  
Councilman Secreto thanked the

Highway Department for theirworkoninstalling thefencesatthe OrlandoStreet Ball
Field.   Police Department - The monthly

Police report wasreadbyChief Watzka.  Councilman Secreto motionedto

approve thefollowing:  ABSTRACTOF CLAIMSApril
2007 ABSTRACTFUND

CLAIM #  AMOUNT UTILITIES
12, 685. 18

GENERAL
401-4224,738. 02 ULSTER

WATER401-406a3
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611.69HALCYON PK. WATER 401
340.80SPRING LAKE WATER 401-403
418.93BRIGHT ACRES WATER 401
15.17GLENERIE WATER 401

3,028.40WHITTIER SEWER 401-403
8,020.36ULSTER SEWER 401-403
3,307.57SPECIAL LIGHT 401-406

ALLOTHERS
145,285.75GENERAL 401-4136
43,416.26HIGHWAY 401-447
1,005.74WHITTIER SEWER 401-404

11,824.89ULSTER SEWER 401-420
15,223.37ULSTER WATER 401-427
4,957.27HALCYON PK. WATER 401-403

29,123.30SPRING LAKE WATER 401-403
2,504.82BRIGHT ACRES WATER 401-404

11,816.27CHERRY HILLWATER 401-403
5,594.31GLENERIE WATER 401-402

936.18EAST KINGSTON WATER 401-402
101,034.29INSURANCE (ALLFUNDS) 401-419

CAPITAL PROJECTS
14,233.46TRUST & AGENCY 401-420
29,496.01DRAINAGE PROJECTS 401
1,980.26EAST KINGSTON WATER 401

10,812.00WASHINGTON AVE. SEWER 401
TOTAL  $    462,410.30

nd2 byCouncilman Artist
ARollCallVotewas taken – 3Ayes – Councilman JoelB. Brink and Councilman DavidBrink were absent
Supervisor Woerner

movedtoapprove the following assubmitted:   Budget Modifications:  
GeneralModify

Appropriation A8020.405 (Comprehensive Planner) tobe funded throughFundA5110 (
Approp. Reserve- Comprehensive Plan) payments to Planit MainSt. forFeb. Out-

of-Pocket Expenses andMarch services respectively $947.16 and1,080.
002,027.

16General Modify

Appropriation A7140.200 (Equipment) to be funded throughA5110Fund (Aprop.
Reserve- Biddy Basketball) paymentto Anaconda Sportsforshirts,sweatshirts

andbasketballs.  751.00
4
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General Modify Revenue A1289 (otherGen.Dept.Income) andAppropriation A3120.101
Fund ( O.T. Wages)Special TaskForceO.T. reimbursed byHudson Valley MallforJan.   

07
2,429.35

General Modify Revenue A2680 (Insur.Recoveries) andAppropriation A3120.421
Fund ( Veh.Maint.) check fromGMAC Insurance, lossdate3/4/07M.Sutton

4018.56

General Modify Revenue A2770 (MiscRevenue) andAppropriation A3120.431 (Detective
Fund Division) photo request from99Restaurant

84.00

Modify Appropriation SS2-8130.400 (Plant Improvement) tobefunded throughUlsterSewer
SS2-5110 (Approp.Reserve) payment toHarkins Meshanical forairblower and
pre-engineered building, finalpayment 12,705.00

nd2 byCouncilman Artist
ARollCallVotewas taken – 3Ayes – Councilman JoelB. Brink and Councilman DavidBrink were absent
Privilegeof

the floor - Mrs. Pat Metzger Mrs. Metzger
requested permission fromtheTown BoardfortheKiwanis touse theUlster TownHallto
end theTown’sFlag DayParadeonJune 10, 2007 Supervisor Woerner

motionedtoapprove Kiwanis’srequest foruseoftheTownHallfortheFlagDay
Parade.  nd2

byCouncilman Secreto3Ayes – 
CouncilmanJoelB. Brink and Councilman David Brinkwere absent Memorializing resolution prohibiting

Native American Casinos intheTown ofUlster.   Supervisor Woernerstated
thathewould liketopropose sendingamemorializing resolution totheNYState
Legislation andtothe Ulster County Legislationnottotake away theTown’sHomeRule in
makingadecisionabout whethertheTownwould allowaNative American Casinointhe
Town ofUlster.  Heisagainst the conceptofacasino inthearea, buthefeels the townshould be
abletomakethe decisionsonwhatisbestfor thetown.  He recommended holding apublic
hearing forthis resolution. Heisin favorofapublic referendum.     CouncilmanSecreto feels

thatifacasino is proposedthatapublic referendum shouldbeheld.  Councilman Artist agreed

with thehome rule conceptbutisagainst the memorializing resolution astheydo
nothingand haveno “teeth”.  Hedoes not wanttodiscuss the issueuntilaproject comes beforethe
Town Board.   Supervisor Woerner suggested

thattheTown Board waituntil Councilmen JoelB. Brink and Councilman David Brink
are present tohavefurther discussions.   5
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Flooding Conditions intheTown.   

Supervisor Woerner reported thathereceived information from Arthur Snyder, Ulster County
Emergency Management Director, about thecurrent situation oftheTown. Heissued astateof
emergency at12PMfortheTown.  There was flooding inthetownandother areas thatwere
expected toget flooded. Creeks Locks Road wasclosed duetotheflood. TheBloomington Fire
Department hadtoevacuate oneperson fromtheir home. There wasflooding intheWinnie
Mobile Home Park.  Thecreek isexpected tocrestat8AMtomorrow inthemorning.  The
flooding isexpected tobeless than in2005.   There wasabreak onEsopus Ave. intheUlster
Sewer District.  TheTown hopes togetreimbursed fromFEMA fortherepair. Thelinehasbeen
plugged toprevent further problems andafter theflood resides, thetowncanrepair it.  Further
when thefloods clear, thetown cangainabetter assessment ofdamages incurred.   

James Maloney, theFlood Coordinator, reported that theproperty damage formswill beonthe
Town Website (aswell asother information).  

Councilman Artist stated that this ishisthird flood andhehasbecome educated inthisand feels
thetown hasbecome better prepared.  Hethanked thesupervisor forputting theemergency
management team together and further thanks alltheparticipants: Thefirefighters, thepolice, the
water, waste water andhighway departments.  

Transition plan forthecombining oftheTaxCollector andClerks Office.   

Supervisor Woerner appointed Councilman Secreto, Councilman Artist, Town Clerk Cosenza,  
TaxCollector Hendrick, andthestaff fromboth offices toformatransition plan.    

Resolutions: Authorizing theKingston School District touseTown Voting Machines for
their2007 Elections andBudget Vote.   

Councilman Secreto reported that theTown willnotbecharged bytheKingston City School
District for theuseofthebasketball courts for theTown’sbiddy basketball league, asthere isan
in-kind service agreement withTown, where thetown hostsasaltshedattheHighway Complex
for theSchool District.      

Councilman Secreto moved toallow theKingston School District tousethetown’svoting
machines for theMay15, 2007 election.  

nd2 byCouncilman Artist
3Ayes – CouncilmanJoelB. Brink and CouncilmanDavid Brinkwere absent Supervisor

Woerner opened thepublic hearingfortheDraft ComprehensivePlan fortheTownof
Ulsterat8:07PMRobert

Barton – Feels theproposal islong overdue.  Heis concerned aboutthe interconnections page100) 
between subdivisions ( developments) that will leadtoincreased trafficflowinexisting residential
areas. Hewould liketohave thecurrent developments grandfatheredinso6
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future developments could notbepiped in.   
Hewas further concerned about where theTown Hallshould becentered andwhere itwould be
located.  IftheTown isgoing tomake changes totheTown Hall thenaplanshould beinplace to
determine ifitisbeneficial oriftheTown should getanewbuilding.   

Mr. Robert Mitchel – Askedthat the Town Comprehensive Planning Committeebeintroduced.   Supervisor

Woerner announced JohnR. Morrow, Town Comprehensive Committee Chairman,  and
AlanJ. Sorensen, the Consultantand Town Planner, from Planit Main Street, were present.  Mr. 

Ronald Lynn – Voiced hisconcern abouttheactivity andgrowthofthe Kingston-UlsterAirport off
ofstate Route32that iscreating disturbancesinhis neighborhood andfeels thatthiswill become
worsewith the proposed comprehensiveplan. Hewas toldthat there would neverbehelicopters or
jets usedatthis airport andthey are present. Heis concerned about improving thequality of
life forthe current residents.  Mark Wildonger, 

aplanner forScenic Hudson - readhis presentation intothe record (seeattached).  Tom
Kacandes, 

arepresentative forTech City – readaletterfrom AlanGinsberg intotherecord see attached).    Mr. 
HarvHilowitz, 

from the Teicher Organization – Inquiredifthe currentprojects willbegrandfathered inas there
would be changestotheir planthat willneedtobeaddressed. Heasked theboard toreview
someofthe requirements astherewillbeadditionalcost brought bydevelopers withsome of
the policies suggested.   Mr. Alan Sorensen, the

Town Planner – Stated thatthecurrent projectswill usethecurrent laws.   The Comprehensive Planisthe
firststep intheprocessofchange.  Thenextstep isto review the zoning and incorporatetheplan. 
Asthelaws change, the applications submittedwillhave tofollow them.  Mr. Steven Engelhardt – 
He thanked

everyone involvedinthisprocessofdeveloping the Comprehensive Plan. Heexpressedconcern for
protecting ground water resources. Hesuggestedthat theTownpass legislationto
notonly regulate them, but add additional protectionsand improvements.  Protectionofnatural resources ranks
very high withthetown.  Hewants toprevent any disturbances tothe environmentally
sensitive areasof thetownandfeels that there shouldbearea protection zones.   Mr. 
Reno Budziak – Hethanked the

comprehensive committeefor their workonthisproject.     Heisconcerned about residential areas maintaining
their characterand thefact thatgrowth was focused onmunicipal serviced areaswith the
planto expand these boundaries. Hesuggested limiting thisgrowth, orreduce thedensity
count, socommercial propertiesdon’tencroachon theresidences.  He inquired howthis mixed housing
plan would impact thearea.  Another concern hehasisthat there shouldbe
aplan inplacetoretain the younger generation.   7
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Supervisor Woerner – Reportedthathebelieves thereisasectionthat offers density bonus for affordable
housingtoencouragethe peopletostayinthearea.   Mr. 

Alan Sorensen, the Town Planner - He stated that, in otherareas, the mixeduse conceptispopular. 
It provides protectionstothe existing single family housing neighborhoodsand offersatransition
from commercial districts toresidential.  There isaneedforallthe opportunitiesfor income
rangesinthearea. The plans suggests pursuing Office forSmallCity governmentgrants to
fixuphousingand offering first time home owner loans.         Mr. 

Frank Catria – He expressedhisconcern aboutthequalityoflifeforresidents and suggested thatsomething
beput inthe plantoprevent furtherairport expansion. Heis concerned about increasing density
calculations inthe current residentialareas.  Hefeels thisisadangerous idea.   Supervisor Woerner

closed thepublic hearingatthe8:45PM Supervisor Woerner

motionedtosetaPublic HearingforTuesday, May1, 2007 at7:30PMforasecond public
hearing fortheTown Comprehensive Plan.  nd2

byCouncilman Artist3Ayes – 
CouncilmanJoelB. Brink and Councilman David Brinkwere absent Supervisor Woerner moved

thattheTown forwardacopyoftheTown Comprehensive Plantothe Ulster County
Planning Boardforreviewnd2by

CouncilmanArtist 3Ayes – Councilman
JoelB. Brinkand Councilman David Brink wereabsent Robert Barton – He inquired

aboutwhy theTownonlygot3% ofthemonies from the state,  accordingtoarecent newspaper
article, where severalother towns received muchmore when theTown generates themost sales
tax.   Supervisor Woerner stated that the
townhas received money from Senator John Bonacic that’sprobably not included in those
figures.  Hehas notreceivedany monies requested from Assemblyman KevinCahill.  The sales
tax issues need tobebroughtupbyLegislator’sBrian Cahill andMichael Berardi.  Mr. 
Robert Mitchell – Hefeels

that Mr. Frank Koenig, aformer Kingston City Mayor,   outsmarted theCountyongetting the
City thesales taxmany yearsago.  Mr. KeithG. Mack – Inquired about

the status of his requestforthe towntocombine culvertsalong his propertytochannelwaterto
the existing stream toprevent towater dumpingonhis property.  His propertyislocated onHurley
Avenue nexttoColeman Catholic HighSchool (see March1, 2004Town Board Minutes).   Councilman
Artiststated that theTown Board direct

Mr. Maloneytoprepareamap showing where all the culverts, drainage andwet lands
are before thetown takes anyaction. There wasadiscussionofthematter between Mr. Mack, the
Town Board andtheTown Attorney Andrew Zweben.  Itwas suggested thatMr. Mackhave
his attorney contacttheTown Attorney todiscuss thematter.   8





Scenic Hudson, Inc.

One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 200

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601- 3157
Tel: 845 473 4440

Fax: 845 473 2648

email: info@scenichudson. org
www. scenichudson. org

SCENIC
HUDSON

Statement of

Mark Wildonger
Planner

Scenic Hudson, Inc.

Draft Comprehensive Plan

Town of Ulster

April 16, 2006

Good evening. My name is Mark Wildonger. I am a planner for Scenic Hudson. I would like to take this

opportunity to thank the town board for allowing us to comment on the draft comprehensive plan.

We strongly support the recommendation to initiate a Local Waterfront Revitalization Program. An

LWRP is not only a great tool that can not help guide potential revitalization of the waterfront, but also

helps pay for improvements through State grants. An LWRP will help in natural resource protection,
public access, and economic development of the Rondout and Hudson River.

Currently there is no specific waterfront zone. We recommend that the Comprehensive Plan speak to the

need to reevaluate the zoning districts so the zoning and comprehensive plan or vision of the community
are consistent and can be realized. The Hudson River is an asset of the Town and should be enjoyed by
the entire community.

We are very encouraged that the plan recommends that a Ridge Overlay Protection Zone be implemented
in the zoning code. Not only does it seek to protect the ridgeline, but it also emphasizes the need to steer

development off the ridge and to lands that are best suited for development. As the plan states, it will

protect the Town' s scenic views, rural- community atmosphere, and natural quality" - in essence, the

Town' s character. The Overlay will also protect the steep slopes, wetlands and the hydrology which

would otherwise be damaged if development were to occur. We support mandating a Visual Assessment

Addendum to a SEQRA EAF be completed for any development within the district.

Scenic Hudson strongly supports the plan' s provision that encourages the use of cluster subdivisions to

retain large tracts of open space and farm. Furthermore, we recommend that cluster subdivision be either

mandated or incentivized through density bonuses. The use of cluster subdivisions augments the

recommendations, such as creating an agricultural district and discouraging the extension of water/ sewer

lines to those areas, which help to keep existing farmland in agricultural production.



The Town' s recreation and open spaces are assets that should be acknowledged in the Plan. We support
the Plan' s recommendation for the creation of an Open Space Master Plan which would include bike and

pedestrian paths, and especially the study into the feasibility of developing a linear trail along the Hudson

River. However, we are concerned with the recommendation for expanding regional snowmobile trails

within the Town. Such trails are not only detrimental to the environmental, but also an inappropriate use

for the character of the Town.

Scenic Hudson also supports the use of an aquifer protection overlay district in all land use decision

making. To further protect the water resources of the Town, we recommend that conservation easements

and other land use tools be mandated through an ordinance to create riparian buffer zones along the

Esopus and Rondout creeks.

Concerning the community facilities section, the plan should recognize that the Town of Ulster is a

municipal separate storm sewer systems ( MS4) community. The plan should incorporate meeting these

MS4 requirements into its goals.

We strongly support the provision of encouraging Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
LEED) techniques in the design, construction, and operation of new buildings in the Town. We also

urge the committee to encourage to the greatest extent possible, if not, mandate the use of " green

infrastructure" or low impact development" ( LID) techniques to protect and enhance water resources as a

cost effective and environmentally beneficial means of handling stormwater. The goal of LID practices
or green infrastructure is to reduce runoff speed, reduce runoff volume and improve water quality. The

use of green infrastructure aims to address storm water at its source - and keep it on- site instead of piping
it, treating it and sending it off-site, essentially as wastewater. By addressing runoff close to the source,

LID can lower site infrastructure costs, reduce land clearing and grading costs and protect land and water

resources. We can provide the committee additional information on Low Impact Development Practices

for Stormwater Management and Green Infrastructure at your request.

The plan should identify wastewater goals, including but not limited to, the need to address the infiltration

and inflow problems in the Whittier Sewer District prior to allowing additional development. We are also

greatly concerned about the creation of the new Washington Avenue sewer district by which the Town

has contracted with the City of Kingston to purchase 75, OOOgpd of capacity from the City of Kingston
Sewer District. The capacity of the City of Kingston wastewater plant and its ability to handle increase

flows are questionable. Presently there are no modifications or improvements are planned for the

wastewater plant. We are concerned that additional flows to this facility can lead to the degradation of

water quality.

We are encouraged by the recommendations in this plan and look forward to working with the Town to

help implement these measures. Thank you again for this opportunity to comment on the draft

comprehensive plan.
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TechCity Properties, Inc.

300 Enterprise Drive

Kingston, NY 12401- 7004

Tel: 845-383-0400

Fax: 845- 383-0135 i~ TECHCITY

E- mail: info@techcity. net

April 16, 2007

Comprehensive Planning Committee
Town of mster Town Hall

1 Town Hall Drive

Lake Katrine, NY 12449

Re: Comments on Draft ComDrehensive Plan - March 19.2007

Dear Chairman Morrow and Committee Members:

As the owner and management respectively of the TechCity property, we are writing to

commend the Town, the Comprehensive Planning Committee and their Consultant for their
work on the Draft Comprehensive Plan. In our review of th'e Draft Plan we are encouraged
to see that the document presents a cohesive vision for the Town' s future development, and
sets forth implementation strategies with material and measurable goals to assure that the
vision becomes a reality.

In particular, we commend the Committee on their recognition of the significance that the

TechCity parcels' revitalization and redevelopment will play in the Town of mster' s future
development. The Committee' s broad vision for the future improvement of the TechCity
site is crucial in order to provide the flexibility necessary for planning creatively for the re-

use of a long underutilized property. Since the site is so large, it offers great potential for
several innovative and combined land uses. As you are aware, our sites have excellent

utility services, including water, sewer and direct access to Route 209. The type of

enlightened and collaborative planning discussed in the Draft Plan will serve to enhance
the contribution of the site to the region and confirms the Town' s commitment to well-

planned economic development as part of a vibrant and desirable community.

The Draft Plan also recognizes that increasing globalization and complex market conditions

require greater cooperation at all levels of government for the Town of mster to remain

competitive in attracting the best land uses. The Draft Plan provides a clear commitment
to the required level of readiness, flexibility, proactive planning and marketing to achieve
success. We support opportunities for cooperative public/private partnerships. As one

example, we would welcome the consideration of a Transportation Improvement District
that included TechCity and provided the resources for improved access to the site and
connections with the surrounding area. As an initial project we are prepared to participate
with the Town and County in the beautification of Enterprise Drive to act as a stimulus for

attracting new companies to the Town and to the TechCity site.

www.'""' OIy." et



A.G. Properties of Kingston, LLC

TechCity Properties, Inc.
300 Enterprise Drive

Kingston, NY 12401- 7004

Tel: 845-383- 0400

Fax: 845- 383- 0135 TECHCITY

E-mail: info@techcity. net

We take this opportunity to confirm to the Town, the Committee, and the public, that we
are committed to the renaissance of the TechCity properties for the long term, in full
recognition of the challenge and teamwork that will be required. A site of this magnitude
and complexity cannot be redeveloped independently by either the site owner or the
government, but requires a dynamic collaboration between the public and private sectors.

We pledge our active cooperation as the community finalizes and implements the Draft
Plan. As a first step in that cooperation, we would like our professional team to meet with
the Committee to share the ideas we have developed this past year through our own

planning and market research on the best possible future uses for our site. We believe that
the results of these professionally developed planning options will be helpful to the
Committee in fine- tuning or expanding the text of the Draft Plan prior to its formal
adoption. We also confirm my willingness to participate with the Committee in the further
detailed studies necessary to implement the Plan. For example, we support an active
community dialogue where stakeholders can discuss various development scenarios with
meaningful green building design standards and renewable energy production that will
establish the future TechCity one of the finest projects in the Hudson Valley.

The Draft Comprehensive Plan is the foundation for a new era for the Town of Ulster. We
look forward to working with the Committee and the Town to move the Plan from vision to

reality and we stand ready to meet with you and your professionals to further discuss any
of these matters.

We appreciate your courtesy in establishing this forum to enable us to bring our thoughts to

your attention. We look forward to continuing to work with the Committee as it proceeds
through the review process.

Very truly yours,

Alan Ginsberg
Owner

Tom Kacandes

Director of Business Development

www. l8chclly.....


